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P R E S E N T E D  B Y  B E N J A M I N  D E  H A A N  



W H O  AR E  W E  S E R V I N G  AN D  W H O  S H O U L D  W E  A I M  T O  S E R V E  

~100,000 children in Washington are 
served by the child welfare system1 

~200,000 children are receiving 
services from DSHS and are at high risk for 

child maltreatment (e.g., developmental 
disabilities, mental health services, 

substance abuse in the home, TANF)1 

~285,000 children in Washington meet 
the federal definition of poverty2, a strong 
proxy for children at risk of maltreatment 

1 Washington DSHS data 

2 US Census 



V U L N E R AB L E  C H I L D R E N  AN D  F AM I L I E S  

Chi ld  wel fare invo lvement  is  c lose ly re la ted to  fami ly poverty ,  
parenta l  mental  heal th  concerns,  ch i ld  behav iora l  heal th ,  
domest ic  v io lence and substance abuse .    
 

In  2009 a survey conducted wi th  parents  who were invo lved in  the 
ch i ld  wel fare system in  Washington,  found that :  

• 47% had an annual  income less than $10,000  

• 81% of  were rece iv ing ass is tance f rom publ ic  programs,  
fami l ies  or  f r iends.  

• Fami l ies  repor ted a h igh unmet  need for  food,  c lo th ing,  
t ranspor ta t ion,  and hous ing 

• 56% of  parents  met  the cr i ter ia  for  one or  more menta l  heal th  
d isorders  and 35% had exper ienced domest ic  v io lence 

 

 



C R E A T I N G  A  C H I L D R E N ’ S ,  Y O U T H  A N D  F A M I L I E S  D E P A R T M E N T   

 

Opportuni t ies 
 

• Opportuni ty to create an enhanced prevent ion framework 
for  vulnerable chi ldren and fami l ies 

• Greater  opportuni ty to l ink to chi ld- focused outcomes 

• Br ings an elevated focus on chi ldren’s issues wi th a d i rect  
voice to the Governor 

• A smal ler agency br ings increased opportuni ty for  
f lexib i l i ty,  innovat ion and partnerships 
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